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 PAALS DOG INDUCTED INTO THE SCAV'S HALL OF FAME!

 
The South Carolina Association of Veterinarians inducted Aubrey, a PAALS Service dog
for Autism, into the Animal Hall of Fame.  Two South Carolina dogs whose unselfish and
courageous accomplishments exemplify the spirit of the connection between animals and
people, were honored during a special ceremony on June 18, 2009.  Aubrey was inducted
into SCAVÕs Animal Hall of Fame-Companion Category for her faithful and invaluable

work as a service animal and companion to the Pruitt familyÕs son who has been diagnosed
with autism.

Aubrey was presented with a large metal medallion befitting her contributions during a
special ceremony held at the Dixie Stampede in Myrtle Beach, SC, during SCAVÕs
Southeast Veterinary Conference. In addition, the Pruitt family received a plaque

commemorating the achievements of their canine companion from Animal Hall of Fame
Chair Patrick (ÒGregÓ) Brown, DVM, of the Sunset Animal Clinic in West Columbia, SC.
The winners' achievements were described in detail by Dr. Brown, who illustrated their
special achievements, unselfish and courageous accomplishments, affection, loyalty and

companionship.
Aubrey helps her human partner, ÒSmithÓ, by leaning on pressure points on his body to
help calm anxiety.  Aubrey also encourages ÒSmithÓ to stay with his parents in public by

NEWSNEWS
ALERT!ALERT!

DOGGONE DAYS
OF SUMMER CAMP 
FOR BEGINNERS IS

FULL!
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR YOUTH
WITH DISABILITIES AND/OR

WITH FINANCIAL NEEDS
ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR

ADVANCED CAMP.

EVENTS
Doggone Days of 

Summer Camp

Beginner's Camp 7/20-
7/24 8:30-12:30

Advanced Camp 7/27-
7/30 8:30-3:30

Volunteer Orientation

8/10  6pm8/10  6pm

Capital Senior Center

Columbia

Pupsitter & Weekend
Foster Training  

8/21 -8/238/21 -8/23

 Columbia

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/226737/e9325cdaf1/1582500029/3d47ca93ec/


help calm anxiety.  Aubrey also encourages ÒSmithÓ to stay with his parents in public by
providing a handle or leash that he likes to hold.  ÒAubreyÓ also helps him make friends, a

skill that does not come easily to a child with autism.  Almost everyone in public with a
service dog is asked the predictable question of ÒWhat is your dogÕs name?Ó and ÒCan I pet

your dog?Ó. Aubrey was taught a specific way to interact in public with her service dog
cape on to help facilitate these relationships.  Most importantly, Aubrey is the unconditional

friend that is often so hard to find for ÒSmithÓ! 
ÒSmithÓ regularly asks to go for walks with Aubrey regularly after taking care of feeding
and brushing her, a care giving goal that was important to the Pruitt family for ÒSmithÕsÓ

development as a member of society.  They have already enjoyed some fun boat time
together and Aubrey lies on her mat at the public swimming pool that ÒSmithÓ loves to get
wet in.  This is also where the swim-a-thon fundraiser to support Aubrey and Smith was

held so she is a very popular guest. Aubrey is helping him get ready for school by retrieving
his socks after opening his drawer and bringing them to him and releasing to his hand when
he says thank you.  Aubrey is also helping Smith with his ABA therapy and speech goals. 

Like most working dogs Aubrey has an amazing work ethic.  She has gone above and
beyond many of our expectations to help Smith.  PAALS continues to visit and help

progress training as Smith grows and the two of them bond and change, but Aubrey is the
one working everyday to unlock the key to this boy's heart.  Everyone at PAALS is

extremely proud of this team and the award Aubrey has been honored with!
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MEET OUR NEW FOSTER COORDINATOR!  
Libba has just joined the PAALS team to help recruit, train, and support some of our most valuable
volunteers, our foster families.  Libba has been a foster coordinator for a local rescue, has presentation
experience, and has worked for a veterinarian.  We are extremely fortunate to have her and are excited
about growing the PAALS family.  Just in time too as we are getting ready to breed Charlie and Akira and
will need lots of puppy fosters to help with the new puppies in training to change lives!
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PAALS STARTS THEIR BREEDING PROGRAM!PAALS STARTS THEIR BREEDING PROGRAM!

PAALS HAS BEEN RAISING AND TRAINING TWO LABRADOR RETRIVERS
FROM GUIDING EYES FOR THE BLIND'S (GEB) BREEDING CENTER FOR
ALMOST THREE YEARS.  THESE DOGS WERE SPECIALLY CHOSEN TO
REMAIN INTACT AS POSSIBLE BREEDERS BASED ON GEB'S   INITIAL PUPPY

TESTING, GENETIC EVALUATIONS BASED ON SEVERAL GENERATIONS OF THEIR LINES, PAALS'
TRAINING AND TEMPERMENT ASSESSMENTS, HIP, ELBOW, AND EYE CERTIFICATIONS, AND
OVERALL HEALTH ASSESSMENTS. 

 THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF MANY DURING OUR MAGICAL NIGHT WITH PAALS FUNDRAISER
WE ARE NOW ABLE TO START A NEW PAALS CANINE FAMILY.  WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT AKIRA
AND CHARLIE WILL PRODUCE MANY SERVICE DOGS TO COME.  WE HAVE BEEN BUSY GETTING
READY WITH VOLUNTEERS BUILDING WHELPING BOXES, AKIRA LEARNING BEHAVIORS THAT
WILL HELP WITH VET EXAMS DURING HER PREGNANCY, AND LOTS OF ADVICE FROM OTHER
PROGRAMS.

DID YOU KNOW?

 

 

 

PRISON
PAALS

has a new liaison, Officer
Knoop! 

The handlers at KCI have
just finished reading Don't
Shoot the Dog by Karen
Pryor, PAALS teaching tool
for new trainers.



IF YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE WHELPING, BREEDING, and/or RAISING PUPPIES AND WOULD LIKE TO
HELP PLEASE CONTACT JEN ROGERS jrogers@paals.org.  DONATIONS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO
HELP MAKE THIS A SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL FIRST FOR PAALS!

 

PAALS is interviewing new
inmates to add to the
program in preparation for
Akira's hopeful puppies this
fall!
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